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REGISTRATION OF SHELL EGG HANDLERS

§ 57.690 Persons required to register. 
Shell egg handlers, except for pro-

ducer-packers with an annual egg pro-
duction from a flock of 3,000 hens or 
less, who grade and pack eggs for the 
ultimate consumer, and hatcheries are 
required to register with the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture by furnishing 
their name, place of business, and such 
other information as is requested on 
forms provided by or available from 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture. 
Completed forms shall be sent to the 
addressee indicated on the form. Per-
sons as those listed above who are es-
tablishing a business will be required 
to register before they start oper-
ations. 

[40 FR 20059, May 8, 1975. Redesignated at 42 
FR 32514, June 27, 1977, and further redesig-
nated at 46 FR 63203, Dec. 31, 1981, as amend-
ed at 63 FR 45675, Aug. 27, 1998. Redesignated 
at 63 FR 69970, Dec. 17, 1998]

INSPECTION AND DISPOSITION OF 
RESTRICTED EGGS

§ 57.700 Prohibition on disposition of 
restricted eggs. 

(a) No person shall buy, sell, or trans-
port, or offer to buy or sell, or offer or 
receive for transportation in any busi-
ness in commerce any restricted eggs, 
except as authorized in §§ 57.100 and 
57.720. 

(b) No egg handler shall possess any 
restricted eggs, except as authorized in 
§§ 57.100 and 57.720. 

(c) No egg handler shall use any re-
stricted eggs in the preparation of 
human food, except as provided in 
§§ 57.100 and 57.720. 

[36 FR 9814, May 28, 1971. Redesignated at 42 
FR 32514, June 27, 1977, and further redesig-
nated at 46 FR 63203, Dec. 31, 1981, and at 63 
FR 69970, Dec. 17, 1998]

§ 57.720 Disposition of restricted eggs. 
(a) Eggs classified as checks, dirties, 

incubator rejects, inedibles, leakers, or 
loss shall be disposed of by one of the 
following methods at point and time of 
segregation: 

(1) Checks and dirties shall be labeled 
in accordance with § 57.800 and shipped 
directly or indirectly to an official egg 
products plant for segregation and 

processing. Inedible and loss eggs shall 
not be intermingled in the same con-
tainer with checks and dirties. 

(2) By destruction in a manner ap-
proved by the Administrator, such as 
crushing and denaturing or 
decharacterizing in accordance with 
§ 57.504(c) and identifying the product 
as ‘‘Inedible Egg Product—Not To Be 
Used As Human Food.’’ 

(3) Processing for industrial use or 
for animal food. Such product shall be 
denatured or decharacterized in ac-
cordance with § 57.504(c) and identified 
as provided in §§ 57.840 and 57.860, or 
handled in accordance with other pro-
cedures approved by the Adminis-
trator. Notwithstanding the foregoing, 
product which was produced under offi-
cial supervision and transported for in-
dustrial use or animal food need not be 
denatured or decharacterized if it is 
shipped under Government seal and re-
ceived by an inspector or grader as de-
fined in this part. 

(4) By coloring the shells of loss and 
inedible eggs with a sufficient amount 
of FD&C color to give a distinct ap-
pearance, or applying a substance that 
will penetrate the shell and 
decharacterize the egg meat. Except 
that, lots of eggs containing significant 
percentages of blood spots or meat 
spots, but no other types of loss or in-
edible eggs may be shipped directly to 
official egg products plants, provided 
they are conspicuously labeled with 
the name and address of the shipper 
and the wording ‘‘Spots—For Proc-
essing Only In Official Egg Products 
Plants.’’ 

(5) Incubator rejects shall be broken 
or crushed and denatured or 
decharacterized in accordance with 
§ 57.504(c) and labeled as required in 
§§ 57.840 and 57.860. 

(b) Eggs which are packed for the ul-
timate consumer and which have been 
found to exceed the tolerance for re-
stricted eggs permitted in the official 
standards for U.S. Consumer Grade B 
shall be identified as required in 
§§ 57.800 and 57.860 and shall be shipped 
directly or indirectly: 

(1) To an official egg products plant 
for proper segregation and processing; 
or 

(2) Be regraded so that they comply 
with the official standards; or 
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(3) Used as other than human food. 
(c) Records shall be maintained as 

provided in § 57.200 to assure proper dis-
position. 

[36 FR 9814, May 28, 1971; 36 FR 10841, June 4, 
1971; 37 FR 6659, Apr. 1, 1972; 40 FR 20059, May 
8, 1975. Redesignated at 42 FR 32514, June 27, 
1977, and further redesignated at 46 FR 63203, 
Dec. 31, 1981, as amended at 47 FR 745, Jan. 
7, 1982; 60 FR 49170, Sept. 21, 1995. Redesig-
nated at 63 FR 69970, Dec. 17, 1998]

§ 57.760 Inspection of egg handlers. 
Duly authorized representatives of 

the Secretary shall make such periodic 
inspections of egg handlers, their 
transport vehicles, and their records as 
the Secretary may require to ascertain 
if any of the provisions of the Act or 
this part applicable to such egg han-
dlers have been violated. Such rep-
resentatives shall be afforded access to 
any place of business, plant, or trans-
port vehicle subject to inspection 
under the provisions of the Act. 

[63 FR 45675, Aug. 27, 1998. Redesignated at 63 
FR 69970, Dec. 17, 1998]

IDENTIFICATION OF RESTRICTED EGGS OR 
EGG PRODUCTS NOT INTENDED FOR 
HUMAN CONSUMPTION

§ 57.800 Identification of restricted 
eggs. 

The shipping container of restricted 
eggs shall be determined to be satisfac-
torily identified if such container bears 
the packer’s name and address, the 
quality of the eggs in the container 
(e.g., dirties, checks, inedibles, or loss), 
or the statement ‘‘Restricted Eggs—
For Processing Only In An Official 
USDA Egg Products Plant,’’ for checks 
or dirties, or ‘‘Restricted Eggs—Not To 
Be Used As Human Food,’’ for 
inedibles, loss, and incubator rejects, 
or ‘‘Restricted Eggs—To Be Regraded’’ 
for graded eggs which contain more re-
stricted eggs than are allowed in the 
official standards for U.S. Consumer 
Grade B shell eggs. The size of the let-
ters of the identification wording shall 
be as required in § 57.860. When eggs are 
packed in immediate containers, e.g., 
cartons, sleeve packs, overwrapped 21⁄2- 
or 3-dozen packs, etc., for sale to 
household consumers under the exemp-
tions provided for in section 57.100 (c), 
or (f), they shall be deemed to be satis-

factorily identified in accordance with 
the requirements of this part if such 
immediate containers bear the pack-
er’s name and address and the quality 
of the eggs. Alternatively, a point of 
sale sign may be displayed showing the 
above information.

§ 57.801 Nest run or washed ungraded 
eggs. 

Nest run or washed ungraded eggs are 
exempt from the labeling provisions in 
§ 57.800. However, when such eggs are 
packed and sold to consumers, they 
may not exceed the tolerance for re-
stricted eggs permitted in the official 
standards for U.S. Consumer Grade B 
shell eggs. 

[60 FR 49171, Sept. 21, 1995. Redesignated at 
63 FR 69970, Dec. 17, 1998]

§ 57.840 Identification of inedible, un-
wholesome, or adulterated egg 
products. 

All inedible, unwholesome, or adul-
terated egg products shall be identified 
with the name and address of the proc-
essor, the words ‘‘Inedible Egg Prod-
ucts—Not To Be Used as Human Food.’’

§ 57.860 Identification wording. 

The letters of the identification 
wording shall be legible and con-
spicuous.

IMPORTS

§ 57.900 Requirements for importation 
of restricted eggs into the United 
States. 

(a) Restricted eggs may be imported 
into the United States from any for-
eign country only in accordance with 
these regulations. The term United 
States means any State of the United 
States, the Commonwealth of Puerto 
Rico, the Virgin Islands of the United 
States, and the District of Columbia. 
The importation of any egg in viola-
tion of the regulations of this part is 
prohibited. 

(b) All such imported articles shall 
upon entry into the United States be 
deemed and treated as domestic arti-
cles and be subject to the other provi-
sions of the Act, these regulations, and 
other Federal or State requirements. 

[63 FR 69968, 69971, Dec. 17, 1998]
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